
ORDINANCE NO. 94150-0218

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 20; and TITLE 10, CHAPTER 31,
SECTION 1, OF THE CITY CODE, HOME OCCUPATION REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the next step in the modernization of the City of Muscatine Zoning
Ordinance is the rewriting of the portion that regulates home occupations; and

WHEREAS, the current home occupations regulations prohibit many activities related
home occupations which would be good for the economic development of the
community, yet would not negatively impact nearby residents; and

WHEREAS, current regulations also have allowed for certain activities related to home
occupations that have proven to be irritating to nearby residents; and

WHEREAS, home occupations are currently regulated through the definition of home
occupations that is contained in the definition section and putting regulations within the
definition section is bad practice, it makesthem difficult for usersto locate; and

WHEREAS, using a performance basedapproach that hasproven to be successfulin
other communities the proposed new home occupation regulations shifts to
performance basedstandards. This approach keepsthe burdens on home-based
businessesas light as possible by focusing only activities that may disrupt neighbors.
Performance standards can prevent harm to neighbors by prohibiting excessivenoise,
odors, traffic and other nuisancesthat are unwelcome in residential neighborhoods This
approach also better protects neighbors and preservesthe residential character of
residentially zoned area by creating very specific and easyto enforce regulations on
potentially disruptive activities; and

WHEREAS, the Planningand Zoning Commissionon November 14,2017 voted to
recommend approval of the ordinance amending Title 10, Chapter 20; and Title 10,
Chapter 31, Section 1, of the City Code,home occupation regulations. and;

WHEREAS, a public hearing, on February 1, 2018,was conducted by the City Council of
Muscatine prior to the adoption this ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MUSCATINE,
IOWA:

SECTION1.The currently adopted version of Chapter 20 of Title 10 of the City Code is
here by amended by the adoption of Exhibit A asattached asSection 4 of Chapter 20 of
Title 10, the entire City Code is available in the City Clerk'sOffice or online at
www.muscatineiowa.gov.



SECTION2. The currently adopted version of Section 1, Chapter 32 of Title 10 is here by
deleted and Exhibit B as attached hereby to is adopted in lieu thereof, the entire City
Code is available in the City Clerk's Office or online at www.muscatineiowa.gov.

SECTION3. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION4. Any Ordinance or part thereof in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions
of this Ordinance is repealed.

SECTION5. This ordinance shall be in effect from and after the passage and approval
~lQlICfJJ1IlO ofthis ordnance, asprovided by law

Bythe City Council of the City of
Muscatine, Iowa

First Reading: 12-21-2017
SecondReading: 1-4-2018
Third Reading:2-1-2018
Publication: S·~-a.t)\~

New definition of "home occupation" that was adopted through Exhibit B:

Home Occupation:
An occupation or businessactivity which results in a product or service and is conducted
in whole or in part in a dwelling unit, and is subordinate to the residential useofthe
dwelling unit.



Attachment ~

Title 10 - Zoning
Chapter 20 - Garage, Accessory Building, & AccessoryUseRegulations

10-20-4 Home Occupations

A. Intent

This Section allows for home-based businessactivity, not otherwise permitted by Title
10 in residential districts, that is clearly subordinate and compatible with residential
land uses,and will not negatively impact the character of the residential area.

B. Operating Standards

1. Accessory UseOnly

a. Home occupations shall be clearly incidental and accessoryto the useof the
residence asa dwelling.

b. Not more than 500 square feet or 25 percent of the dwelling unit floor area,
whichever is greater, shall be usedto conduct the home occupation.

c. Interior alterations are allowed as long asthe alterations do not result in
elimination of either the kitchen, dining area, bathrooms, living room, or all
of the bedrooms in the unit

2. Prohibited Activities, Equipment, and Materials

The following usesand activities are prohibited aspart of any home occupation:

a. Useof equipment or machinery that is not customarily incidental to
domestic use (e.g., cement mixers, tractors, and paint booths).

b. Equipment, machinery, or processesthat create noise, smoke, glare,
fumes, odor or vibration (e.g., assembly requiring power tools,
carpentry) offensive to a reasonable person at the property line.



c. Uses that involve activities or use of equipment or materials on more
than an intermittent basis so as to change the fire safety or
occupancy classification of the premises (e.g., welding).

d. Activities that create visual or audible electrical interference in any
radio or television off the subject property or cause fluctuation in line
voltage off the subject property.

e. Use or storage of chemicals or processes that are not customarily
associated with domestic use. This includes any chemicals and
pharmaceuticals of a type or in volumes not normally found in a
domestic residence without a home occupation.

f. The home occupation shall not exceed the limitations imposed by the
provisions of all applicable building, fire, health, safety, and housing
codes and shall conform with all applicable requirements for business
and occupational licensing.

g. The electrical service for the home occupation shall not exceed 200
amps

h. Automobile repair or auto body shops. More than 2 vehicles per year
which are not registered at the residence and are rebuilt, repaired, or
reconstructed shall constitute an automobile repair or auto body
shop.

i. Escort services, meaning a person who, for a fee, commission, hire,
reward or profit, accompanies other persons to or about social
affairs, entertainments or places of amusement or consorts with
others about any place of public resort or within any private quarters.

j. Tattoo and body piercing

k. Kennels or any other forms of boarding animals for compensation are
prohibited.

3. Exterior Evidence of Use Prohibited

To ensure that dwellings in which a home occupation is occurring remain
compatible with surrounding residential use,the following regulations shall
apply:


